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Letter from the Vicar… 
Dear Friends,
It is a delight to read though all that has been going on at St 
James during 2017. It is great to be part of a church family 
where God is so clearly at work. Thank you to everyone for your 
commitment and passion in following Jesus. 
During 2017 we continued to focus on our mission to make 

committed followers of Jesus and our Imagine vision which we discerned in 
2015. In helping us to realise this, our vision focus for 2017 was on the One 
Thing where we sought to grow in our passion for God – more details of our 
vision focus for 2017 are inside. 
Please take time to read through this booklet and be encouraged and give 
thanks to God for all that he is doing amongst us. Also be thinking and praying 
about what God is calling you to over 2018 in our Loving Community vision 
focus and beyond.
Love and prayers,

Sundays
8:00am Holy Communion Service
A quiet traditional service, with Holy Communion and hymns. The 
service lasts just less than an hour, and is followed by refreshments.
10:00am Informal Worship Service
An informal service, with lots of room for children and young people 
to engage, and includes band led worship, teaching and prayer 
ministry.  There is a creche for 0-2 year olds, children’s Church for 
3-10 year olds and a youth programme for 10-18 year olds. 
10:00am The Grange
A small congregation with a mix of formal and informal services, 
band led worship and teaching. Communion is generally shared 
twice a month.
6:30pm St James Evening Service
An informal service, with contemporary band-led worship, teaching 
and prayer ministry. This is a relaxed service and provides space to 
go deeper in prayer, worship and teaching
5:00pm Leamington Road, Compline
This is a short contemplative service of compline. This includes 
readings, a hymn and short talk. 



Highlights from services:  
Mornings 

At the 8 o’clock service around 30 to 40 people attend. At the 10 o’clock 
service around 90 to 110 adults attend with around 30 to 40 children and 
young people. At the Grange 20 to 30 people attend. Services include sung 
worship, prayer, a Bible reading, a talk and an opportunity to respond with 
prayer ministry.

Evenings

Newly launched in 2017, the 6:30 service runs every couple of weeks during 
term time in the Church Centre and draws in around 25 to 40. There is mix of 
people attending this service including young adults, young people and those 
serving on the children and youth teams in the morning. The 6:30 has its own 
teaching programme. There is the opportunity for extended worship and time 
for waiting and prayer ministry. Compline which meets in the Church tends to 
draw in between 5 and 10 people and follows the teaching from the morning 
services.

Teaching

Most weeks we follow the same teaching at the three morning services. As 
well as celebrating the key events of the Christian calendar. We have one or 
two sermon series each term. Here are the sermon series from 2017:

Spaces of EncounterOne Thing Encounters with 
Jesus

Easter ServicesStewardship Series

Summer Sundays - 
OT Characters

Colossians

Worship Divine Direction

Spiritual GiftsWhole Life Worship Advent & Christmas 
series: Fear Not 



Our vision focus for 2017 was the “One Thing” and our vision verse was “one 
thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek, that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord in His 
temple” (Ps 27:4). Within this vision we had a particular focus on growing in 
our relationship with God, making Him the One Thing. We started the year by 
having a three-part series on the One Thing looking at David (presence), Mary 
and Martha (priorities) and Paul (purpose). Under the banner of One Thing we 
had 6 initiatives to help us as we grow in the One Thing. These were: 

Under this initiative we now have a pastoral visiting team of 10 people who 
visit those who are going through a crises or who need ongoing support.

In March 2017 we launched Hearts to Serve an opportunity to discover God’s 
unique design – so we can each serve according to who He made us to be. 
Discovering the combination of spiritual gifts, heart’s passion and personal 
style, complemented by our God-given abilities and experiences; then drawing 
this together to reveal potential kingdom possibilities. 

Building development continues to be something we plan to look at in the 
future given the limitations and needs we have with our main church building 
especially around, toilets, crèche, serving refreshments, heating and lighting.

Vision Focus for 2017: One Thing
“one thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek that I may dwell in the house of the 

Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord in his 
temple” (Psalm 27:4)

Developing Pastoral Care

Gift Discovery Course

Building Development



Over 2017 Andrew and Candy Gillham and the Discipleship Area Team spent 
time working through the purpose and values of small groups at St James. The 
Discipleship Area Team also met up with the small groups leaders to 
encourage them and discuss how our small groups can be developed. This is 
an area that continues to be a focus for 2018.

Over 2017 we renewed our branding and signage at St James. This has made 
it much clearer how to access the church and church centre. Special thanks to 
Geoff Makin and Ben Goulding-Huckle who implemented this project.

A major new initiative for 2017 was to employ a Children and Families Worker. 
This new role is about providing vision and leadership to this area in the life of 
St James. The aim is to build on the contacts we have with local schools and 
community and develop our discipleship in this area. At the end of September 
2017, we appointed Izzy Pamely who started in the post at the beginning of 
2018.

Developing Small Groups

Renew Signage

Children and Families Worker

Izzy Pamely (Children and Families Worker) 



St James Alpha Course (Josh Maynard) 
St James ran a well attended Alpha course in the Autumn term of 2017. Alpha 
provides an opportunity for people to explore faith in a relaxed and friendly 
environment. 

Alpha ran over 10 weeks including a launch event and celebration event. The 
evening begins with a delicious meal, prepared, served and cleared away by 
our wonderful catering team. Following the meal we made use of the Alpha 
videos where we looked at a number of topics including ‘who is Jesus?’, ‘why 
did Jesus die?’, ‘why and how should I pray?’. Then people broke into their 
small groups to discuss the video content. There was also the Alpha Away Day 
at St Paul’s Leamington where people got to explore and experience the Holy 
Spirit. The course saw people come to faith and others grow in faith. 

The next Alpha course will be running in Autumn 2018. Please do be praying 
about who you could invite to the next Alpha. 



Pastoral Care (Rachael Hansford) 
Our Pastoral care team is gradually taking shape. We now have a number of 
people safely recruited and a few more in the process. Alongside building team 
we have looked at building cohesion between related areas such as prayer 
line and the home communion team. 

We are actively supporting people in a variety of different ways through both 
short and longer term visiting as well as providing practical support.  

We now have a specific Pastoral Care Email address pastoralcare@stjam.es  
if you would like some support or you know of someone else who may benefit 
from some support then please get in contact. You could also speak directly to 
Rachael Hansford or the office. 

Over this year we will be looking at creating a stronger sense of team and 
looking at meeting together to ensure that we have a shared set of values and 
consistency of practice.

Prayer Line (Maro Whitehead) 
Prayer line consists of a group of people who have committed to praying for 
the needs of others in the community of St James, both at Leamington Road 
and the Grange. Information about individuals we pray for is strictly 
confidential. The purpose of it is to support people through prayer when they 
are going through a difficult time.

We have had feedback from people whose situations have been turned 
around, others have experienced physical and emotional healing.  A couple of 
comments come to mind "Your prayer felt like a warm blanket around me" and 
another " I feel so much better this week, it must all be the prayer going up, 
thank you.”

We as "prayer warriors" must remain focussed on the power of our God to 
answer prayer and never underestimate Jesus and the HolySspirit in making 
this a reality.

Young Adults (Jonny Dant) 
The Young Adults ministry is aimed at those aged from 18-30, we have an 
event or activity every other Sunday to build relationships and community. We 
also have a Life Group that meets weekly on Tuesday evenings in order to 
encourage discipleship of those in this age group. The main purpose of this 

mailto:pastoralcare@stjam.es


ministry, is to provide a space in which students/young adults feel comfortable 
to join with others to engage with church life 

Life Group – Whilst following the spiritual gifts sermon 
series in Life group we had a couple of young adults 
who have been really excited by God using them in 
giving words for people or interpreting the gifts of 
tongues for the first time in their lives. One young adult 
in particular found this really useful as it has helped 
him to push back some of his scepticism towards the 
spiritual gifts through trying to use them.

Christian Union – Our relationship with the Christian Unions has increased and 
we have had a number of opportunities to speak at various events they have 
done this year. At one such event Jonny had an opportunity to pray the prayer 
of salvation with people and was informed that a student gave his life to Jesus 
when an appeal was made. Jonny also had the pleasure of being involved with 
the missions week called Wonder which was run by Warwick CU. This was a 
great opportunity to share the gospel on campus with students at various 
different events.

Weekend Away – We had 10 young adults head over 
to the House of Bread this year and explore the 
teaching of John Mark Comer from New Wine 2017. 
We looked at what it means to be practising the ways 
of Jesus and the young adults were left thoroughly 
encouraged and challenged by what he had to say. It 
was a great opportunity to get away and spend some 
time getting to know each other better.

Please pray for…

1. The Church Search events at the universities this year, that people will feel 
able/encouraged to come along to St James and make it their home church.

2. For favour with the Christian Unions, for more opportunities to get involved 
in partnering with them to share the gospel across the campuses in Coventry.

3. That we will see more young adults come to faith this year and that God will 
continue to nurture a hunger in the young adults to pursue God on a deeper 
level.



Nexus Link (Jonny Dant) 
The Nexus Institute of Creative Arts offers students a chance to study up to 
degree level in various music-based courses. Whilst students at Nexus study 
in Coventry, they also get the opportunity to partner with local churches during 
the duration of their training.

Over the past year we have seen our Nexus students thrive in leading/
supporting with worship at various services. They have also sought to help 
serve in other areas of ministry, including children’s work, Life group, Re:Vive, 
Alpha, prayer ministry, welcome and hospitality. The Nexus students offer 
valuable support to the life of the church and we offer them a chance to be 
involved with the community here at St James.

Prayer Points:

1. Pray that our current students will continue to find the strength to balance 
their studies and how they serve at St James.

2. Pray for the Nexus students moving on this year, that God will continue to 
equip and encourage them on in their journey of faith.

3. Pray for new students who are arriving in September, that God will direct the 
right students to St James.

Thursday Café soon to be Community Coffee 
Morning (Anne Richardson) 
Thursday Café meets every Thursday from 10am-12am in the Church Centre. 
Everyone is welcome from the Church and the local community and all ages. 
The purpose of the café is to create a safe and welcoming place for the 
community, sharing God's love. The café is a really warm and friendly 
community. People in the café say it is one of the highlights of their week, a 
place to catch up with old friends and make new ones. 

Please pray:

1. As we look to change the name and advertise the café/coffee morning more 
widely in the community.

2. For those who attend the café that it would continue to be a safe and 
welcoming space and a blessing to many.

3. For more volunteers, especially drivers, and give thanks for the wonderful 
team of volunteers that we have.



Tea and Chat at the Grange (Barbara Carr) 
Tea and Chat is on the fourth Tuesday of the month at St James on the 
Grange.  It aims to provide afternoon tea and a time of good company for 
those who value friendship.  The current members are mainly elderly, but 
everyone is very welcome to come and join in.

For people who live on their own it is a precious time of companionship.

Please pray for:

1. For the continued health and wellbeing of the members.

2. That more people will be encouraged to come and join us.

St James Mothers Union (Christine Binks) 
The group has reached a watershed with people ageing and not being able to 
continue being on the committee. Some of us are considering becoming 
diocesan members. At present we have 33 members, including 5 ‘indoor 
members’ who are no longer able to come to our meetings. We have had 
some interesting speakers, the annual lunch in June was enjoyed, as was a 
trip to the Advent carol service at Wellsbourne.

Men’s Ministry (Mark Fishpool) 
The Men's Ministry at St James brings together men of all ages in a variety of 
different activities. Our initial goal is to build relationships, and we do this 
through a number of social events. 

Most popular by far are the breakfasts held at the Burnt Post pub. We try to 
hold these roughly every other month, and there are between 8 and 16 of us 
getting together to enjoy a cooked breakfast and the chance to chat about 
anything and everything. At the last one I heard that some of the guys had 
never spoken to each other before that morning, so it's a great way to get to 
know people you've never met!

Other activities we have taken part in include beer tasting, walks (with carefully 
planned pub stops) and paint balling. We have had some good times together.

Our longer term goal is to develop the relationships between men so that we 
can encourage, strengthen and help one another to grow in faith together. To 
that end we look for conferences and similar events aimed specifically at men. 
For the moment we are visiting those put on by other organisations such as 
CVM (Christian Vision for Men), but eventually we would like to do something 
ourselves.



Please pray: 

1. That we can continue to build new relationships, and further develop 
existing ones between men at St James.

2. That we can continue to find ways to bring men of all ages together.

3. For direction as we look to go deeper, moving from purely social activities to 
find ways to grow together.

Flourish  (Ali Maynard) 
St James Women’s Ministry kicked off in 
June 2016 with ‘Afternoon Tea’ to celebrate 
the Queen’s 90th Birthday. This was a 
wonderful afternoon with between 70 - 80 
women of all ages from St James and the 
surrounding community. 

Flourish has three aims; 

-to provide activities that are relaxed, fun and 
welcoming for all women and that help to 
grow community - our plan is for these events 
to be a comfortable place for those who are 
new to St James and to Church generally.

-to provide other events to encounter God 
and to grow deeper in our relationship with 
Him. 

-to support other organisations or charities that work with women beyond St 
James.

How this has looked over the past year and a half, is that we have had a 
number of community events such as women’s breakfasts, a cinema trip and 
Christmas craft evenings. The first Christmas evening was enjoyed and 
requested again by so many, that it looks possible to become an annual 
favourite! We have also had three evenings of ‘Going Deeper’ which have 
included worship, teaching and reflection.  

Over the forthcoming months, we have a ‘Going Deeper’ evening planned 
looking at how we stand with and encourage each other as Christians - how 
we “do life together”. We will also be hosting a Preloved Sale of women’s 
clothing, gifts and accessories, to raise awareness of and money for ‘Tastelife’. 
Tastelife is a fantastic charity that St James has been supporting, who work 



with people suffering from eating disorders and their carers. We hope that this 
event will both be an opportunity to grow community, invite people along and to 
support a great charity. 

Please pray for:

1. Opportunities for us to invite our female friends and family to Flourish events 
and that new relationships will be built. 

2. Our team who lead busy and full lives, that we will know God’s guidance, 
leading and inspiration for this ministry. (Team includes Ali Maynard, Lisa 
Howard, Jo Porter, Rachael Hansford and Candy Gillham).

3. The practical organising of the next events, specifically the hosting of the 
Preloved Sale as this will require lots of work!

4. ‘Going Deeper’ events - that they would be a space of encountering Jesus -
that God would use this space to refresh, encourage and equip the women of 
St James. 

Grange Reading Group (Christine Binks) 
We have had a regular group of ten people attending the monthly meeting plus 
two who for various reasons cannot attend but read the book. A lively 
discussion takes place. People are encouraged to bring something they have 
read to share with each other. Birthdays are celebrated with tea and cake. We 
have only had one outing this year to see the Victoria and Abdul film at the Arts 
Centre. This group draws the unchurched and people from other churches.  

Small Groups (Andrew and Candy Gillham) 
St James currently has 8 small groups, most of which have been established 
for many years and collectively have a membership of over 70 people from 
across all St James congregations. Each small group functions as a small 
community studying the Bible, praying and worshipping together.

Pete Mottershead also ran a ‘pop up’ small group in the autumn using the 
LICC small group resources that supported the sermon series on Whole Life 
Worship.

At St James we see small group as a key resource for building community, 
growing people to maturity and equipping them for their daily lives.

People have talked about how much they have valued the prayer and support 
they receive from their small group. During the series on worship a number of 
people talked about how the small group discussion helped them think about 



what it meant to worship God in their everyday lives including in their 
workplaces. They found by putting into place some of the ideas they learnt, 
they saw God at work in the normal stuff of life.

Excitingly, a new group is emerging to encourage and support young 
professionals as they minister as disciples in their workplaces. This Young 
Professionals group is being formed and led by Sarah Manger-Morgan, is 
planned to start in May and will initially study the “Transforming Work” 
resources published by LICC.

Prayer points for 2018

1. Prayer for God’s continued blessing and resource for those who currently 
lead small groups.

2. For the launch of the Young Professionals group as they explore God’s 
heart for their workplace “frontlines”. 

3. For wisdom and insight as we seek God’s vision for small group for St 
James and the development of new leaders.

Element: (Andrew and Candy Gillham) 
Element is a 10 week course designed both for new Christians, and those who 
have been Christians some time. The course unpacks what it means to live our 
daily lives from a Kingdom of God and in the freedom that God promised. This 
year we had 18 people on the course 
including two people from Alpha, and 
representation from two of St James 
congregations.

Participants gave the following 
feedback 

“I particularly took up the idea of the 
kingdom of God and kingdom of earth 
thinking and used it in my life”

“Teaching on the kingdom was most 
useful, the idea of living as a citizen of heaven changed my life”

“Talks were fantastic”

“Good to be in the same group each week to talk about what we had learnt 
and heard from God"



“The most useful part for me was the away day. Very practical and a new way 
of looking at prophecy"

Prayer points 2018

1. That the participants will continue to journey with God on the things that they 
learnt, especially those who are new to faith.

2. As the discipleship team review the course feedback, for God to give 
wisdom and clarity about how they mould and shape the course to reflect what 
God is building in this place.

Prayer Ministry: (Candy Gillham) 
Prayer ministry creates a safe place during services to support anyone in the 
congregation to encounter God either in response to the talk or worship, or 
due to a specific need in their life. 

The team of about 18 prayer ministers receive initial training in offering prayer 
ministry and aim to have at least one additional training evening during the 
year.

Over the last year we have seen God move many people from a place of worry 
or anxiety to a place of peace and rest in their daily lives.  One person talked 
about how it changed the way they saw the difficulties they were facing and 
enabled them to find an unexpected way through them. Another talked about 
their encounter with God during ministry empowering them to make some 
significant decisions to change the course of their life.  A third talked about 
God giving them hope during a very dark time. And another person was able to 
take the step of forgiveness. People have also received physical healing which 
have been confirmed by follow-up medical appointments, which is really 
exciting!

Please pray:

1. For ministry to be one of many ways that God uses to bring the community 
of St James increasingly into the freedom He has promised them in all areas of 
their daily life

2. To increasingly learn what it is to minister from God’s abundance

3. To move into using the prophetic during ministry



Hearts to Serve (Martin Hansford) 
Aimed at everyone with a ‘Heart to Serve’.

Team grew through the preparation and delivery of the March 2017 course, 
where we served over 20 people in taking the first steps of discovery and 
discernment.  Over half took up the offer of follow-up consultation sessions.  
Many stepped into new areas of service, including the establishment of the 
Evening Service and the many facets of service to support that.  Children 
Youth and Families being another area that particularly benefitted.  We don’t 
put limits on Kingdom Service outside of church, and see empowerment and 
encouragement of people within their daily lives and work as part of the whole.  

Please pray:

1. For God’s prompting and blessing for those journeying on the April 2018 
course – 3 Wednesdays following on from APCM!

2. Team development with two new members joining us for this season (Amy 
Corbould and Sarah Manger-Morgan), with them stepping into a new area of 
service here.

3. As we mature as a team and get better at doing the bits beyond that course 
– giving long-term benefits to St James and the Kingdom.



Children Youth and Families  

Sunday Morning Groups (Izzy Pamely, Sharon  
Fishpool and Jane Foster) 

There are three separate groups which meet during the 10am service aimed at 
children and teenagers of families who come to St James. The younger group 
(little cogs) is run for 3-7 year olds, the middle group (middle cogs) is run for 
8-11 year olds and the older group (Re:vive) is for secondary school aged 
young people. The purpose of the groups is to have fun, learn about God and 
faith and to build great friendships.
Little Cogs:
We followed the sermon series - the 'one 
anothers' - and really enjoyed cleaning the hall 
and church office. We also looked at the work of 
the local foodbank and collected food items. 
Through exploring bible stories in role-play, craft 
and practical activities, we want the children to 
know how much God loves them. We are 
starting to explore creative prayer and hope to 
see this grow in our weekly sessions. We have 
regular young helpers who support children in 
practical tasks and the children love having them 
there - thanks to them! Building the children's 
confidence and making links with parents are so 
important in this ministry.
Middle Cogs:
Middle Cogs have also been following the sermon series and have been 
exploring different ways of loving our community. The children continually 
come up with great questions and ideas and are really receptive to teaching 
from the Bible. We try and have fun through games and we want to start to 
experiment with different types of prayer and worship. Recently we have 
looked at the One Anothers and have tried to make it as practical as possible 
with challenges for the children to be helping and serving each other. It is 
really encouraging to see the children growing in confidence and faith.
Re:vive:
The leaders - Jane, Boz, Simon, Ben and Rachael have really go to know the 
kids..



It is a fun filled group, and the kids all have lots to say. Numbers do vary 
considerably from 3 a week to up to 14, so sometimes it is hard to plan for this. 
We recently did a term on inspiring Christians from history, which included 
Desmond Tutu, William Booth and Bethany Hamilton. This term we have been 
following the sermon series and covered sessions on topics such as 
forgiveness and being a good friend.
Our aim is to strengthen the children’s relationship with God. We encourage 
them to pray and to let God into their lives. We also look at their place as 
Christians in society today, focusing on Jesus and his teachings.
We always start by discussing how the kids weeks have been, followed by a 
game. We then read scripture together and use examples from the Bible to 
discuss our topic.
Please pray:
1. For the children and young people to grow in faith and encounter God.
2. For children and young people to develop strong friendships.
3. To build the team and recruit more of the right volunteers. To find ways of 
making prayer more accessible for a younger age and to build a routine of 
prayer into each session.
4. To grow in praying for one another.

Re:vive Thursday Evenings (Nick Bradshaw) 
This is a youth group for young people of secondary school age. We meet in 
the Church Centre from 7pm on a Thursday evening in term time. There is 
time to meet and socialise, a tuck shop, a group game and a Bible based 
teaching time. We often pray together after the talk. Some weeks, the young 
people present a talk to each other on a subject that they are interested in (the 
quality of these has been excellent!).
One of the greatest joys is seeing the young people minister to each other. It is 
a very easy group to lead – behaviour is essentially not a problem. The young 
people are varied in how far along with their walk with God, and we try to foster 
an atmosphere where that is ok and everyone is free to speak out their views 
on the teaching.
The aim is to teach and demonstrate that a life lived in God’s kingdom is a far 
better way than the godless culture we see around us. 
Since this time last year we have had some challenges and some blessings. In 
the autumn we struggled with a lack of leaders but that situation has improved 



now. Thanks goes to all the leaders who have made the group possible, Nick 
Bradshaw, Catherine Moakes, Evan Reider and David Nicol. Since Christmas, 
Izzy Pamely, Jonny Dant and Joanna Stewart. Jonny and Joanna have come 
on board to take the sixth formers off for a talk and social time during the 
Thursday evenings. This gives them the chance to have a more mature 
discussion together.
Please pray:
1. That we continue to be a safe and welcoming place for young people to 
come and be together and invite their friends to.
2. For the older ones (sixth form age). We had started to lose this age group 
but they seem to be liking the change to having their own sub-group and some 
have returned. Pray that these ones will be stretched further until they are 
mature disciples of Jesus ready for their next steps in the world.
3. That this will be a year of building strong foundations. Foundations in young 
people’s faith journey and foundations as a group together that can then step 
out and do more exciting things.
4. Loving community (the theme of the church this year): we already have one! 
Praise God. I have seen that young people often have a capacity to forgive 
and get on with one another that adults lack. Pray that in some way, these 
young people will be able to contribute to the wider life of the church – whether 
by demonstrating loving community or by some other way.

All Stars Leamington Road (Bridget Coppard) 
All Stars is a group for people who 
look after preschool children and 
babies. We meet on Wednesdays 
from 9.30-11.30am during local school 
term times.

Our small team enjoy serving the local 
community by providing a welcoming 
place for people of all ages and 
backgrounds, where they can share 
their joys and difficulties with people who understand what they are going 
through. We offer snacks and drinks, toddler friendly crafts, nursery rhyme 
time, toys, books and prayer.  



We aim to create a place where the carers of young children can relax with 
friends and make new friends, while watching and helping their children to play 
in a safe and friendly environment. 

Our consistently high numbers of attendees, as well as the lovely comments 
we receive suggest that we are a very popular group within the area.

We are told that there is a lovely atmosphere in our group. 

We have been appreciated for being sensitive to the needs of children who 
have been adopted or fostered.

We are excited to see that a good number of 
people who attend (and attended in the past), 
are also coming along with the rest of their 
families to the Messy Church events at St 
James. It's also great to see some come along 
to our 10am Church services.

There have been a number of opportunities to 
pray with people during our sessions.

Please pray for:

1. That All Stars would be a place where people can encounter the love of God 
through his people.

2. That we would be able to develop and increase the links between All Stars 
and our other Church events.

3. For continued sensitivity and wisdom of the leaders to the physical, social 
and spiritual needs of our guests.

4. For the Holy Spirit to shine through us during the sessions.

All Stars on the Grange (Christine Binks) 
Numerically the year was slow to start. Yet we now have around twelve adults 
and fifteen children but the numbers vary from week to week. The adults are 
Mothers, Grandparents or Child Minders. Some of the Child Minders have 
been coming as long as we have been running All Stars which is twenty-two 
years.

The craft table is very popular. Sylvia Cleaver and Chris Gardner run this and 
they are much loved by the children.



At the end of the session we have singing for around twenty minutes starting 
with a song I learned at the women’s world day of prayer. This is called ‘join 
the circle’. Sometimes it’s a bit tricky keeping the children in the circle! Shirley 
Denyer comes all the way from Allesley to play the piano for us. She, Sylvia 
and Brenda Jones are not church members but are very committed to All Stars 
and I value them greatly as I also do Ann Dowdell who serves the 
refreshments and Marian Scott who helps at the welcome table. I have a good 
number of helpers yet most of us are of a great age so it is debatable how 
much longer we will be able to carry on. I cannot forget my husband Keith who 
helps me put out the heavy equipment at 8am every week so that we can be 
ready to start at 9:30am following a time of prayer. Also, Keith Murphy who 
stepped in when Keith had his operation and Maro Whitehead when I was very 
short of helpers. To finish on a positive note, I explained to the adults that the 
food bank needed tinned vegetables, rice puddings and custard when they 
feed family’s. The response was wonderful and food keeps coming every 
week.

Messy Church (Sharon Fishpool and Jenny 
Suffield) 
A Messy Cafe was held in February based on 
listening to God and we had fun making yoghurt-pot 
telephones, guessing who the ears belonged to and 
identifying sound effects. We also had a great 
reflection time with glitter and water in a bottle to help 
us 'be still'. 

The March Messy Church creatively explored the 
Easter story. We continue 
to have new families at 
each event and enjoy catching up with families 
who are feeling more at home in this informal, 
friendly church gathering. We welcomed Izzy to 
join the core team with a  particular focus on 
publicity and promoting Messy Church through 
schools and All Stars. We have now centralized all 
the paper work and data held and Izzy is the point 
of contact for volunteers - thanks Izzy! One thing 

we are very grateful for is our dedicated volunteers, and this now includes a 
good number of young helpers who help to run activities, prepare and serve 
food - they are wonderful!



Summer Events 

New Wine (Josh Maynard) 

St James went to New Wine again in 2017. We had a mix of hard core 
campers, caravaners and some staying in B&B. There was approaching 
14,000 this year, the most for many years. As a group we enjoyed a bring and 
share lunch and a BBQ. The main speaker for the week was John Mark Comer 
whose DVDs we have been using at some of our leaders evenings at St 
James. The children and young people really enjoyed the week, children 
saying “the food is yummy, it is fun” and “it was amazing, and it helps us to 
grow and know Jesus more”. The whole week is a great opportunity for us to 
grow in community and faith.

Spree Camp (Rachael Hansford) 
In July 2017 we took a group of children and young 
people ranging from 8 -17 years away for the weekend 
to the Urban Saints Spree Camp. The location for this 
was ‘The Rock’ centre situated in beautiful 
Northamptonshire countryside. The sun shone and the 
kids had a fantastic time taking part in a wide range of 
activities such as canoeing, raft building, archery, 
climbing, bush craft and king swing. There was also a 
variety of different inflatables and craft activities on 
offer during free time.

Throughout the weekend there was a great 
programme of sessions specifically aimed at different 

ages that gave the children and young people a chance to experience worship 
and teaching alongside lots of other kids their own age which was encouraging 
in terms of helping them to understand that they are part of the church on a 
larger scale.     



Our older teenagers who came 
served as crew members; 
supporting and supervising 
events, they were brilliant!   

We are looking forward to taking a 
group again this July.

Hospitality and 
Catering (Corrine 
Manger) 
The Hospitality and Catering team provide support for regular events and one-
off events within St James’s church life.

Our aim is to provide a warm, welcoming and Christian environment for our 
church community and visitors. As a team of people, we support all areas 
within St James that requires a level of Hospitality/Catering. The team vary in 
size dependant upon the event or the service. We cover 8am and 10am 
Sunday services both at Leamington Road and The Grange. We provide food 
and drink for our Alpha and Element Courses. We support Flourish events on 
request as well as requests for catering support at weddings, Christenings, 
parties and external conferences e,g, Ibba School conference. There is a team 
that provides and supports our Parish Breakfast monthly as well as any social 
events the church wishes to run.

As a team we feel very blessed that we can support the church and events 
with a serving heart. We have come together a mixture of ages across the 
church congregation and feel we are a team.

We enjoy the support and encouragement we receive from each other and the 
bonds that have formed, this has lead to supporting each other in difficult times 
outside of our hospitality role. We are a team that has fun, laughter and a great 
sense that this is an area God wants us to flourish in grow in.



Connect Team (Roger and Julia Graham) 
There are four committed teams of people. The purpose of the team is to greet 
and welcome people as they arrive and then to be available at the end of the 
service to chat with people.  A specific aim of the team is to look out for new 
people; offer them information in the shape of a welcome pack and to help 
them feel integrated into the church. 

It has been encouraging to see so many new people become part of the 
church over the last year. There has been positive feedback about the 
welcome received at St James, not just the welcome from the Connect teams 
but from the church as a whole. 

Please pray:

1. That new people would come forward to join the teams.

2. For team members to be blessed and encouraged in this ministry.

3. Give thanks for the commitment of the teams and what they are doing.

Stewards, 10am Leamington Road (Roger and 
Julia Graham) 
There are four dedicated teams of stewards.  Their job is to greet people as 
they arrive,  hand out newsletters, ring the bell,  rearrange the communion 
rails, assist people moving forward for communion when necessary, take up 
the offertory and to tidy up at the end of the service.  Stewards help the service 
to run smoothly.

The stewards are the first people that visitors see and are the first element in 
St James being such a welcoming church.

Please pray:

1. Give thanks for the commitment of the teams in this important job role.

2. For team members to be blessed and encouraged in this ministry. 



Meet some of the Team 
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Josh Maynard
Vicar

Gill Makin
Church Warden

Tim Latham
Church Warden

Anne Richardson
Ordinand

Barbara Carr
Lay Reader

Jonny Dant
Young Adults Worker

Izzy Pamely
Children and 

Families Worker

Andrew Gillham
Discipleship Area 

Leader

Candy Gillham
Discipleship Area 

Leader



Geoff Carr
Safeguarding Officer

Caroline Peck
Safeguarding 

LeadGeoff Carr

Lesley Cross
Safeguarding Officer

Rebekah Field
Administrator

Corrine Manger
DBS checker

Roger Graham
Treasurer

Chris Hollings
Fabric Team Leader

Rachael Hansford
Children, Youth and 

Families Area Leader

Martin Hansford
Ministry Mobilisation 

Area Leader




