
To recruit and train a 
pastoral care visiting 
team.

Growing in Hospitality Older People’s Ministry

Children and Families 
Work

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another”  
(John 13:35)

Our theme for 2018: Loving Community
Details of the six additional things we would like to do in 2018

Our vision focus at St James for 2018 is Loving Community. In John 13 after Jesus has washed his disciples 
feet, He says to His disciples: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another” (John 13:35). 
Over 2017 we focused on the One Thing, which is all about loving God with all that we are. This is the first of the 
Great Commandments. Loving Community flows from this and is the second of the Great Commandments is to 
love your neighbour as yourself. Over 60 times in the Bible the phrase “one another” is used. For Example love 
one another, forgive one another, bear with one another etc. In the spring term we will focus on ten of these one 
anothers. This will help us to explore how the One Thing (last years vision focus) is expressed through Loving 
Community (this years vision focus).
In these six additional things that we would like to do in 2018, as well as in the regular things we are already 
doing, we have this great opportunity to express loving community. Loving Community is not simply an activity or 
an initiative, it is about establishing a culture where we give ourselves to one another. This is all about, as our 
mission statement says, to make committed followers of Jesus.

We want to continue to build on the work around 
small groups and pastoral care in 2018. Small groups 
are an important place for pastoral care and to grow 
loving community. They are a space where kingdom 
values can be worked through and lived out. It is 
important that we resource our small group leaders 
and train up new ones, so that people who are new 
to the church and coming through Alpha and 
Element, have somewhere to belong. We also want 
to continue to build the pastoral care team, so that 
we have a team of people who can visit those who 
have particular needs and are not able to be part of 
small groups.

At St James we want to enable all ages to be involved 
in ministry and have spaces to grow and find loving 
community. We already have ministries for older /
retired people in the form of Parish Lunch, Thursday 
Cafe and Tea & Chat. During 2018 we want to review 
our Older Peoples Ministry to see how we can develop 
this. Early in the summer term we will be having an 
interest evening where we can gauge support for this 
and think about how we move this forward.

In 2017 following a successful stewardship campaign 
and recruitment process we appointed Izzy Pamely as 
Children and Families Worker at St James. Over the 
coming year Izzy will be working with the leaders of 
our Children and Families ministry to develop this 
work within the church. This will include the Sunday 
morning groups, the two All Stars groups, and Messy 
Church. She will also be building links with the 
community, including local schools and Cheylesmore 
Kidz Club. This is a great opportunity for us to grow in 
Loving Community within our church and our wider 
community. 

Small Groups and Pastoral 
Care

One of the one anothers is show hospitality to one 
another (1Peter 4:9). Sharing food and conversation  
is a key way in which we express loving community. 
There are three key things that we want to do around 
hospitality over 2018. We want to develop, 1: Bring 
and Share Lunches. 2: Come to Lunch Sundays 
where we can either offer to host or eat elsewhere, 
sharing loving community in one anothers homes. 3: 
Newcomer’s Suppers, an opportunity for new people 
to the church to meet people from St James. 

Each year we give away some of our income to other 
organisations to help support kingdom work outside of 
St James. Over this year we want to be intentional 
about building stronger links with these organisations, 
through inviting speakers from these organisations, 
sharing key information and praying for them . 

In July 2018 Anne Richardson will begin her Curacy 
with us at St James. Anne has already started with us 
as a St Mellitus placement student and is working two 
days a week, taking on responsibility for leading the 
Community and Evangelism Area Team. As Curate 
she will get more involved in core church activity such 
as leading and preaching.

Outward Giving New Curate


