
VIS ON
2019

“to make committed followers of Jesus”



Dear Friends,

During 2019 our vision focus for the year will be ‘Draw Near’, as we look to
build on our ‘Loving Community’ vision focus for 2018 and continue to pursue 
our mission ‘to make committed followers of Jesus. Our focus this year is 
on each and every one of us finding ways to draw near to God so that we can 
encounter him powerfully both individually and corporately.

We believe that as we draw near to God we will be transformed and grow in 
maturity as disciples, which will empower us to share God’s love more
effectively in Styvechale, Coventry and beyond.

We believe that as we draw near to Him there are four key things that he
wants to put on our hearts. We believe that he wants to:

1. Raise Expectations – this is to be a season of increased faith that 
when we come into God’s presence our expectation is that we will be 
transformed and as a consequence our drawing near will be infectious 
within St James, our workplaces, in our families and wherever we go.

2. Break down Barriers and Mindsets – as we approach God there can be 
barriers and mindsets that prevent us from encountering the fullness of 
God. We want to allow God to highlight these barriers and mindsets in 
us so that we can lay them aside, experience his freedom and mature in 
faith.

3. Cultivate Passion and Hunger – God wants to stir a passion and hunger 
for His presence deep in our souls that only He, the true Life Giver can 
satisfy.

4. Develop humility and purity – as we approach we need to grow in our 
appreciation of who it is that we come to worship – that he is a holy and 
awesome God who is to be revered as well as loved. 

I look forward to us journeying together in this wonderful invitation to draw 
near. Can I both challenge and encourage us to be prayerfully reflecting on 
what this means for each one of us that together we may become more the 
people God has called us to be.

Love and blessings,

Josh Maynard
Vicar of St James

HIGHLIGHTS 2018
In this leaflet we look forward to our church’s vision in 
2019. But first we can thank God for all that He did in 2018 
as we sought to make committed followers of Jesus.

 » Come to Lunch Sunday  
Over 100 people attending come to 
lunch Sunday over three Sundays in 
the year. Building relationships and 
meeting new people.

 » Launch of Welcome Evenings 
A chance for those new to the church to 
receive hospitality and hear about the 
vision of the church.

 » Older People Interest Afternoon 
Over 30 people attending. Relaunch of 
Parish Lunch & explorintg partnering 
with Good Neighbours project.

 » Youth Alpha 
Running for our older young people.

 » New people joining the Church: 
Particularly families.

 » Children and Families Worker: 
Appointment of Izzy Pamely.

 » People training for Church leadership: 
Anne Richardson starting as curate and 
Rachel King as St Mellitus ordinand.

 » Development of schools work in the 
parish: 
Working across four schools - 
assemblies, lessons, services in the 
church and workshops in the church. 
Contact with over 1000 children.

 » Outside Organisations  
Building stronger relationships with 
the organisations we give to - visits 
from Open Doors, Hope Coventry, 
Foodbank, Open the Book and Coventry 
City Mission.



LOOKING
FORWARD

2019

Our Vision Focus for 2019 is Draw Near, based 
on our verse for the year, James 4:8 “Draw 
near to God and he will draw near to you”.

We pray that 2019 will be a year where we take up God’s 
invitation to Draw Near and increase in our capacity to 
encounter him powerfully. 
 
In addition to all the ways in which we currently seek to draw near to 
God at St James there are several fresh opportunities to draw near as a 
church community:

The Prayer Course
In the lead up to Easter a key 
initiative to deepen our prayer lives 
and help us to learn what it is to 
draw near to God in prayer.

Launch of Next Step
Encouragement for us personally to consider what 
is the next step as we draw near to God. Please use 
the Next Step card.

Celebration Sundays for Children
These Sundays will give the children the opportunity to draw near 
through worship, interactive teaching, games and response. The children 
will explore their faith, grow in confidence and encounter Jesus.

Praise and Prayer Evenings
An opportunity for us to draw near to God as we have a special prayer 
focus at our evening service once a term to pray for our parish, city and 
mission partners. 
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
petitions.” (Eph 6:18)

Thy Kingdom Come
Joining in a global wave of prayer - calling all 
Christians to pray for evangelisation from Ascension 
to Pentecost (30th May - 9th June)



We can all be part of God’s mission in many ways, and one 
important way is through our giving.

Last year our income was £185k. In the week-round ministry and outreach we 
believe God has called us to, we are looking to spend £193k, of which £129k 
will need to come from us as church members. That is an increase of £77 per 
week/£333 per month, a 3.2% increase. 

When we are thinking about our own 
giving, here are three important tips:

Use the biblical guide of a tithe 
(10%) as a benchmark for our own 
giving. 

The table below gives an example of how together we can achieve our mission 
for 2019.

Will you make a bold step to increase your giving in the light of the grace 
offered to us in Jesus Christ?

Reflect on Jesus’ example of His 
generous and sacrificial grace as a 
pattern for our giving. 

Think first about how generous 
God has been to us in Jesus Christ. 
It all starts with His grace to us.

GIVING TO GOD’S MISSION IN 2019

5 new families and individuals 
giving regularly to St. James

Average increase in 
regular giving of 2.2%

This many people Increasing monthly by Total extra income

19 £2.00 £38.00

28 £5.00 £140.00

8 £7.50 £60.00

3 £15 £45.00

2 £25 £50.00

To meet our monthly 
target of

£333.00

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?
PARISH SHARE 
Each Parish Church pays a share to Coventry Diocese. This covers 
Josh’s stipend, training, housing and pension.

WORSHIP, MISSION AND MINISTRY 
Worship expenses across all our Sunday congregations. Alpha, 
Element, Small Groups, Pastoral Care and our Children, Youth and 
Families Work. The salary for Izzy Pamely our Children and Families 
Worker and Jonny Dant our Young Adults Worker, is part funded - 
the rest of these salaries are funded by the Coventry Diocese.

ADMINISTRATION AND CENTRAL SUPPORT
Keeping our church working effectively, including the salary of our 
part time office administrator, Rebekah Field, along with printing, 
stationery, equipment and general church supplies.

PROPERTY
This includes the upkeep of the Church, Church Centre, St James on 
the Grange, Watercall Avenue, the Caretaker and Cleaners salaries, 
and heating and lighting. Any major material repairs come from this 
allocation unless already allocated from reserves.

OUTWARD GIVING
Our mission budget enables us to support Mission Partners locally 
and globally. Also, this includes a contribution to the Deanery 
Support Fund for churches who are less well off.

HOW IS THIS FUNDED? 
Together we share in the responsibility 
for keeping the church running. 
Over 66% of our income comes from 
voluntary gifts from 127 families and 
individuals. The remaining income 
comes from the letting of our premises 
and other parish related fees.

WHY SHOULD I PLEDGE? 
Pledging helps us to steward our 
finances prudently and to be confident 
in the achievement of our Vision.

HOW DO I GIVE? 
The simplest way is via Standing 
Order and filling in the attached 
Commitment Form.  
If you want to set up the Standing 
Order online our account details 
are: HSBC account name ‘St James 
Styvechale PCC’, sort code 40-18-
38 and account number 41132695. 
Further details and the forms can be 
found on the St James website (www.
stjam.es) or on the welcome board at 
church.

30%
£59K

19%
£36K

14%
£27K

26%
£50K

11%
£21K



PLAYING OUR PART
We pray that 2019 will be a year where we grow in our understanding and 
experience of what it means to ‘draw near’ to God as we pursue our mission ‘to 
make committed followers of Jesus’.  Our prayer is that as we are transformed, 
we will be empowered to share God’s love with others.  Your financial support is 
an important way in which you are living out your commitment to you drawing 
near to God.

Sign up to our 24 hours of prayer from 
7am Saturday 9th to 7am Sunday 10th 
February 2019. Feel free to make use of 
the Apse Chapel.

Use the Next Step card as you think about 
what it means to draw near.

Bring your gift and pledge form with you to 
church on Commitment Sunday 10th February

Here’s how you can play your part over the next few weeks:

Praying

Next Step

Giving

Verse of the year:

“Draw near to God and he will 
draw near to you”

(James 4:8)


